
Warsaw 
Uprising

The Warsaw Uprising broke out at 5:00 
pm on Tuesday, August 1, 1944 (code 
named ‘W-Hour’ as in “Wolność” being 
Polish for freedom). It was one of the 
most fundamental yet dramatic events 
in the city’s history. Anticipated to last  
a few days, it lasted over 2 months. 

The Insurgents wanted to liberate the 
capital city from Hitler’s occupation 
before the entry of the Soviet Army and 
thus ensure Poland’s sovereignty after 
the end of the war.

Zamkowy Square          

View of Zamkowy Square, from Krakowskie Przedmieście Street. The ruins of the 
Royal Castle on the right, on the left destroyed house on Świętojańska Street

Grójecka Street, Capitulation. The civilians leave the city.

Although numerous, the insurgent forces had to face a 
regular, fully militarized German army without necessary 
weaponry. Sadly, being denied any assistance from the 
allies, they were doomed to fail. The support they hoped 
for never came. Trapped between two mighty armies, the 
Soviets and the Germans, the Uprising slowly bled out.

The looming destiny of Warsaw, known as the ‘Paris of the 
North’ before the war, was fulfilled by Heinrich Himmler’s 
order saying: ‘Every citizen is to be killed. No prisoners are 
to be taken. Warsaw has to be razed to the ground. Let it 
be a horrifying example for the whole of Europe.’

The Polish capital city was almost 85% destroyed and its 
residents were taken to transition and ’POW camps.

DID YOU KNOW?
Polish Security Printing Works 
(Państwowa Wytwórnia Papierów Wartościowych)
ul. Sanguszki 1
The insurgents took over the building on August 2.  
For nearly a month, it formed the northernmost point of 
the Old Town defended by the Insurgents. The fence of 
the PWPW still bears marks of the fighting to this day.

Church of St. Casimir
(Kościół sióstr Sakramentek pw. św. Kazimierza) 
Rynek Nowego Miasta 2
www.benedyktynki-sakramentki.org
The church served as an insurgent hospital, where over 
1,000 people died in an air raid.

Memorial tablet commemorating 
the explosion of a tank-trap

The ruins of Warsaw 1945. New Town Market Square.  
Ruins of the Church of St. Casimir 

Warsaw Uprising Monument on Krasiński Square

In the footsteps of the Uprising

Old Town and its surroundings

Krasiński Square (Plac Krasińskich)  
In the roadway at the intersection there is a manhole to 
the sewers, through which insurgent units and Old Town 
residents made their way to the Śródmieście and Żoliborz 
districts. This fact is commemorated by a plaque in the 
wall of the building next to the manhole.

Warsaw Uprising Monument 
(Pomnik Powstania Warszawskiego), Plac Krasińskich
The monument commemorates thousands of heroes of 
the 1944 Warsaw Uprising. It consists of two parts. The 
first presents Insurgents running from below a pylon (brid-
ge support), while the second depicts those entering the 
sewer system. 

Monument to the Women 
of the Warsaw Uprising 
(Pomnik Kobietom 
Powstania Warszawskiego)
Near the entrance to Krasiń-
ski Garden

Monument to the Women of the  
Warsaw Uprising on Krasiński Square

Ruins of St. John Cathedral – remains of 
chancel. View from Świętojańska Street.

Little Insurgent Monument, Podwale Street
The monument commemo-
rates not only female soldiers, 
nurses, and liaison officers, but 
also the thousands of Varso-
vian women who were civilian 
victims. It was unveiled in 2021.

Headquarters of the Association of Warsaw Insurgents
(Siedziba Związku Powstańców Warszawskich) ul. Długa 22 
‘Striving for Freedom’ is a moving exhibition featuring me-
morabilia, large-format photographs, and insurgents’ ac-
counts. Among those sharing their recollections are Gen. 
Zbigniew Ścibor-Rylski and Wanda Traczyk-Stawska. The 
display portrays not only the struggle, but also the post-
-war fate of insurgents and the strength of their bonds.

Arsenal (Arsenał) ul. Długa 52 
The Arsenal had strategic importance during the  
Uprising, as it protected access to the Old Town from the 
West. Over a year before the Uprising, a different historical 
event took place in the Arsenal – the ‘Arsenal operation’ led 
to the liberation of over 20 prisoners transported from the 
seat of the Gestapo at aleja Szucha to the Pawiak prison.
The building was bombarded by the Germans on August 
23, 1944. Today, the building is the seat of the State Ar-
chaeological Museum, whose walls were renovated with 
fragments still bearing the traces of insurgent battles.

Little Insurgent Monument 
(Pomnik Małego  
Powstańca) ul. Podwale
The statue of a young boy 
who wears an oversized 
helmet commemorates 
the heroic children who 
took part in the Warsaw 
Uprising 1944. The mo-
nument was unveiled by 
cardiology doctor J. Świ-
derski, who participated 
in the Uprising as a 14-
year old liaison ‘Lubicz’ in 
the ‘Gustaw’ battalion of 
the Home Army.

Tank-trap
(Czołg-pułapka) corner 
of Podwale and Kiliń-
skiego Streets
On August 13, 1944, 
the Germans gave the 
Insurgents a type of a 
‘Trojan Horse’. At the 
barricade closing the 
end of Podwale Street at 

Castle Square, the Germans abandoned a Borgward explo-
sive carrier.The Insurgents erroneously assumed it was a 
small tank and innocently drove it into the streets of the Old 
Town. At around 6:00 pm, during a triumphal presentation, 
the vehicle exploded killing some 500 people. This event was 
commemorated with a memorial tablet. 

Cathedral Basilica of the Martydrom of St. John the 
Baptist (Bazylika Archikatedralna pw. św. Jana Chrzciciela) 
ul. Świętojańska 8, www.katedra.mkw.pl
Fierce fights for the cathedral took place on August 21-27. 
A bomb raid and a mass attack of the German infantry 
completely destroyed the church. It is said that a fragment 

of a caterpillar track from 
the so-called ‘goliath’ (light, 
caterpillar explosive car-
rier) was embedded in the 
Cathedral wall from the side 
of Dziekania Street. Ho-
wever, this is not true. Most 
probably, the track is a part 
of a tank-trap that exploded 
at 1 Kilińskiego Street.

King Sigismund III Vasa 
Kolumn (Kolumna Zyg-
munta III Wazy)
plac Zamkowy

The oldest and the highest secular monument, erected 
in 1644 on the initiative of Władysław IV in honour of his 
father, Sigismund III Vasa, who transferred the capital of 
Poland from Cracow to Warsaw. Three hundred years la-
ter, the monument was completely destroyed during the 
German attack on the Old Town. The first trunk of the co-
lumn from the 17th century and the one destroyed during 
the Uprising are now located next to the Royal Castle. 

The Basilica of the Holy Cross 
(Bazylika pw. Świętego Krzyża) 
ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 3 
www.swkrzyz.pl
On September 6, the Ger-
mans drove two ‘goliaths’ 
inside the building. The explo-
sion caused the church vault 
to collapse and the statue of 
Christ dragging a cross with 
the ‘Sursum corda’ sign (Lift 
up your hearts) to fall from  
the balustrade of the steps.

Insurgents from the ‘Koszta’ company reading 
a German leaflet on Sienkiewicza street, corner of Marszałkowska

Shattered column and statue of King Sigismund lying on the 
pavement at Zamkowy Square. In the backgroung - destroyed houses 
of the square’s western frontage.

Warsaw Uprising. Rooftop view  
of the Holy Cross Basilica in flames.

The Uprising lasted 63 days 

approx. 30,000 Home Army soldiers from 
the Warsaw District took up the fight 

only 10 percent of the Insurgents were  
armed 

Insurgents had to face approx. 20,000 fully 
armed soldiers 

18,000 Insurgents were killed and 25,000 
were injured 

approx. 150,000 civilians died 

approx. 500,000 residents were expelled 
from Warsaw after its capitulation 

The Warsaw Uprising was the largest  
resistance act of its type in Nazi‑occupied 
Europe 

The Soviet authorities played down the 
significance of the Warsaw Uprising,  calling 
the operation the ‘Warsaw disturbance’ 

October 2 – the act of capitulation  
of the Uprising was signed 

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•



Centre and its surroundings

Others

Warsaw 
Tourism 
Office

Children’s hospital fence
(Ogrodzenie szpitala dziecięcego), ul. Kopernika 43 
In 1944 the building served as a field hospital for the 
Home Army. The Daughters of Charity helped both the 
Insurgents and German soldiers. The hospital fence with 
bullet holes still reminds passers-by about the Uprising.

Prudential - currently Warszawa Hotel
pl. Powstańców Warszawy 9

A shell explosion on the Prudential building at 9 Napoleon Square

Before the war it was the tallest building in Poland and 
one of the tallest in Europe. As early as on August 1 it was 
seized by the Insurgents, who fixed the Polish flag made of 
a white sheet and a red pillow cover on top of it. Seriously 
damaged during the fights, the building was reconstruc-
ted in the socialist-realist style. Currently, following its 
renovation, it houses a hotel.

Seat of the Polish Telephone Joint-Stock Company
(Budynek Polskiej Akcyjnej Spółki Telefonicznej – PAST) 
ul. Zielna 37 

Palladium 
ul. Złota 7/9

Scouts at Złota Street. Entry to the 
‘Palladium’ cinema on the right side.

Powiśle Power Station (Elektrownia Powiśle) 
ul. Dobra 42 , elektrowniapowisle.com
The power station was crucial for the city—the insurgents 
took it on August 1 and held it until September 4, produ-
cing electricity and weapons. In the adjacent workshops, 
they made ‘Kubuś’—an armoured vehicle used in the 
assault on the University of Warsaw. Today, the renovated 
buildings form a gastronomic and commercial complex.

Aleja Niepodległości 227/233 
Władysław Szpilman, a distinguished composer and pia-
nist, hid in this house until August 21, 1943. He then moved 
to the attic of a house at 2 Sędziowska Street, where he 
stayed for another 3 months until January 17, 1945. He 
managed to survive, helped by Cpt. Wilm Hosenfeld, a 
German officer. These events inspired Roman Polański to 
shoot the movie ‘The Pianist’.

We remember

Warsaw Rising Museum (Muzeum Powstania  
Warszawskiego), ul. Grzybowska 79, www.1944.pl 
The museum, located in the building of the tram power 
plant, is an expression of tribute paid to the residents of 
Warsaw who fought and died for the liberation of Poland 
and the Polish Capital. The exposition reflects the atmo-
sphere of insurgent Warsaw, presenting not only military 
events of 63 days of fighting and the life of civilians, but 
also describing the post-war communist terror.

Powązki Military Cemetery (Cmentarz Wojskowy na 
Powązkach) ul. Powązkowska 43/45,  
www.cmentarzekomunalne.com.pl
There are graves here of approx. 4,500 participants of 
insurgent fighting. They rest in separate lots, divided into 
insurgent units. The cemetery also features the Gloria 
Victis (Glory to the Vanquished) monument, in front of 
which commemorations are held to mark anniversaries of 
the Warsaw Uprising’s outbreak. The tradition of gathe-
ring there at ‘W’ hour (denoting the time the uprising star-
ted) is already several decades old; even at a time when 
the communist authorities did not allow commemoration 
of uprising anniversaries, Varsovians came here to silently 
pay tribute to the heroes.

Warsaw Insurgents Cemetery and Hall of Remembrance
(Cmentarz Powstańców Warszawy  i Izba Pamięci)
ul. Wolska 168, izbapamieci.muzeumwarszawy.pl
The largest war cemetery in Poland was built in 1945 and 
is the final resting place of soldiers of the Warsaw Upri-
sing and civilians, among others. Around the monument 
to the Fallen Unconquerable, cobblestones have been 
laid collected from the streets of the Wola district where 
residents died. The Hall of Remembrance commemorates 
the tens of thousands of the capital’s civilian residents 
who were murdered by the Germans in mass executions 
in 1944. Among the things to see here is the audiovisual 
installation ‘Voices of Memory’, depicting the dramatic 
experiences of Varsovians during the Uprising.

Monument to the Wola Massacre
(Pomnik Rzezi Woli) ul. Leszno 
The monument commemorates the murders of the Wola 
district’s civilian population. From August 5, known as 
‘Black Saturday’, to August 7, 1944, more than 40,000 
Wola residents were killed in mass executions.

Warsaw Uprising Mound (Kopiec Powstania  
Warszawskiego) ul. Bartycka, Park Akcji Burza
Approx. 120 metres high, it was constructed in 1946-1950 
from Warsaw debris. The hill has become a sacred site, as 
the material contained not only ruins but also remains of 
city residents killed in the Uprising. On the 50th anniversa-
ry of the outbreak of the Uprising (in 1994), former soldiers 
of the Home Army placed the 15-metre high Fighting Po-
land emblem on its peak. On the slopes of the mound the 
Akcja Burza (Operation Tempest) park is located.

‘Mokotów March’ (‘Marsz Mokotowa’)
A song written by two Insurgents, Mirosław ‘Karnisz’ Jezierski 
(lyrics) and Jan ‘Krzysztof’ Markowski (music), during the 
Uprising, which became an informal anthem of the district. 
Today, the melody can be heard every day at 5:00 pm from 
the clock tower of a Gothic house at 59 Puławska Street.

Every year on August 1, Warsaw pays 
tribute to the Insurgents
At 5:00 pm sirens wail and the whole city comes to a 
standstill for one minute. In various places in central War‑
saw, residents gather, flying national flags, and candles 
burn in places sanctified by the blood of the fallen and 
murdered.

‘Varsovians sing (un)forbidden songs’ 
The inhabitants of Warsaw gather on Piłsudski Square 
to sing insurgent songs together—the same ones that 
heartened and gave hope to those fighting in 1944. To 
the accompaniment of an orchestra, choir and solo‑
ists, songs ring out that bring generations together 
and keep alive the memory of the heroes of that time.

Warsaw Uprising Night Race 
(Bieg Powstania Warszawskiego)
The race over a distance of 5 or 10 kilometres, organised to 
honour another anniversary of the outbreak of the Warsaw 
Uprising, is also educational in nature. Barricades are loca‑
ted in selected points of the route. There are performances 
presenting past events and the joggers wear white and red 
arm bands with the emblem of Fighting Poland.

Insurgent Mass (Masa Powstańcza)
A bike rally organised as a tribute to the Warsaw Insurgents.

Celebrations

PAST building

Powązki Military Cemetery. Celebrations of August 1.

Opened in 1937, the 
cinema survived 
the war and served 
its functions until 
2000. During the 
occupation, the 
Germans changed 
its name to ‘Helgo-

land’. Having seized the building, the Insurgents screened 
newsreels called ‘Warsaw is Fighting’. Today, it is a music 
club and theatre.

The Earth Museum (Muzeum Ziemi) 
al. Na Skarpie 27, www.mz.pan.pl 
The marble stairs in the building still bear the traces of 
blood of an anonymous Insurgent. A memorial tablet 
commemorates the past events.

Owing to its location and height, 
the building had strategic impor-
tance during the Uprising. Until 
August 20, 1944, it was in the 
hands of the Germans, serving as 
a good observation and shooting 
point in Northern Śródmieście. 
After fierce fighting, the Insur-
gents managed to capture the 
building and take 115 German 
prisoners. It was one of the gre-
atest military successes of the 
Uprising, commemorated with 
the Fighting Poland emblem 
placed on the building’s roof.

Overlooking the Vistula River, the 
monument of the Warsaw Mermaid 
has the face of Krystyna Krahelska, 
a poet and author of one of the most 
popular songs of the Uprising— ‘Hej 
chłopcy bagnet na broń’ (Hey Boys, 
Fix Bayonets!) and many others. 
Krahelska (‘Danuta’) was part of the 
Home Army. Seriously injured on the 
first day of the operation, she died on 
August 2, 1944. Legend has it that 
she was wounded at the same time 
as a bullet hit the monument.

DID YOU KNOW?
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